
 

March:  Book 2 

 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS for Pages 1-21 

Vocabulary 

1.  On the opening pages 5 through 7, the author is inferring the time and special event 

that is about to take place.  What is that event and what are the visual and textual clues 

used in the graphic frames to help? 

 

Due to Rep. Lewis’s involvement in Civil Rights Protest, what has been his family’s 

response?  How has that affected his relationship with his family? 

The year of 1960 contained some pivotal moments in history. Pivotal for Rep. Lewis 

because it was the year of his first arrest, a year of experiencing an increase of violence 

against protests, and the year President Kennedy won the election against Richard 

Nixon. 

 

2. What did Richard M. Nixon do before he ran for 

president in 1960?   

3. What did John F. Kennedy do before he ran for president 

in 1960? 

4. Although it is not spoken, what example does the book 

give to show the reader that the violence against the black student protestors had 

increased? 

5. On page 29, John Lewis is at the beginning of forming an idea to join others in “Freedom 

Rides” on Greyhound and Continental Trailway buses, which were integrated in the 

north, but became segregated in the south.  What was the most important decision Rep. 

Lewis made and why was this so important?  What did following through on this 

decision require of him? 

6. What organization sponsored the Freedom Rides?  SNCC or CORE?  What was the 

difference between these two organizations? 

 

VOCABULARY 

Complete Vocabulary Practice for these pages 1-21. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biography.com/us-president/richard-nixon
https://www.biography.com/us-president/john-f-kennedy
https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/6031318
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS for Pages 22-45 

7. When Rep. Lewis said, “We’re going to march” on page 23, in what way was he criticized 

for what he wanted to do?  Why do you think this was the case? 

8. On page 36, James Farmer referred to “last meals” 

and “will and testimonies.”  Why did he mention last 

meals or last will and testimonies? 

9. Public bus desegregation and the Freedom 

Rides were motivated by the Boynton vs. the State 

of Virginia in 1960.  What were the 

circumstances behind this decision? 

10. On pages 42-43, John Lewis is not continuing 

the Freedom Bus Ride.  What is the reason for this to be? 

 VOCABULARY 

 Complete Vocabulary Practice for pages 22-45. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oyez.org/cases/1960/7
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1960/7
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1960/7
https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/6031318
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS for Pages 46-70 

1. Anniston, Georgia was populated by 33, 320 people in 1961 and is estimated to have 

21, 569 today.  Today, it has one of the highest crime rates in the nation.  Back in 1961 

much of the crime was reported on, but in many incidences, nothing was done about it.   

In what way did this concern the Freedom Ride bus that John Lewis was supposed to 

have been on? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Bull Conners was famous for 

his social beliefs.  This was the reason 

he was consistently elected to public 

office.  How is he tied to the freedom 

riders? What part did he play in 

placing them in harm’s way? 

3. Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth 

was from Ohio, but he also pastored in Birmingham.   He was 

extremely important to Dr. MLK.  March:  Book Two introduces 

us to him.  What did he do that was brave and that helped the 

Freedom Riders?  Look at the link for his bio, and share with us 

one other important reason that makes him stand out.  

WEBSITE CITATION  

Write the citation for the link above that you got the information from: 

 

_______________, _________________, ____________.  “_________________.” 
Author Last Name    Author First Name              Middle Initial              “Title of Article on Page” 

 ___________________,  __________, ____________,  ________________. 
              Title of Website (in italics) Publisher             Date                              URL (remove the http 

4. The students didn’t give up that easy, and were determined to finish their trip to 

Birmingham.  In those days there were no cell phones, only the TV and radio.  In what 

https://www.nps.gov/people/bull-connor.htm
http://blackartblog.blackartdepot.com/african-american-history/civil-rights-movement/8-facts-about-rev-fred-shuttlesworth.html
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way did the TV and radio act in the manner that cell phones are used today?  Was this 

helpful or harmful to those involved on opposing sides?  How so? 

VOCABULARY 

Complete Vocabulary Practice for pages 46-70. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/6031327
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS for Pages 71-110 

1. In both Anniston and Birmingham, tragedy struck.  What was the difference in the way 

this happened and what was the similarity?  Was one worse than the other? Why or 

Why not. 

2. The Attorney General of the United States, Robert Kennedy, sent down his aide John 

Seigenthaler to help the student riders on the Freedom Buses.  What was AG Kennedy’s 

plan?  What was Mr. Seigenthaler suppose to do? Can you explain why this plan was 

either a success or not?  According to Rep. Lewis, what did Dr. King do to help? 

3. On the double page spread of 80 and 81, a very famous performer is singing My 

Country Tis of Thee.  Who is that singer?   Why do the 2009 in-set pictures on 80-81—

and the illustrations of what was going on in 1961 Montgomery make the words to that 

song sound so ironic?  

 

SHORT ESSAY RESPONSE:  (2 TO 5 SENTENCES) 

4. On pages 91, 93, 94, and 96 readers can see the young John Lewis’s head injury from 

being struck with baseball bat on page 78.  Although he was injured and had to get 

stiches, he still persisted.  Is there an issue today that you would believe in so strongly 

that you would defy your parents and authority to take such abuse to see it corrected?  

If so, what is the issue?  If not so, why not? 

5. Today we have protestors for Never Again, Right-to-Life, Right-to-Choose, and Black 

Lives Matter.  In some instances, violence has been present at protest rallies or has 

been a threat.  Pick on 1 of the 4 listed and write an explanation that describes the 

organization’s purpose using the links provided. 

 

BACK TO COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

6. The issues in this book occurred before the Voting Rights Act of 1963.  Prisoners meant 

for the local jails were housed in state prisons.  John Lewis was placed in the notorious 

Parchman Farm Prison which was 30 miles from where Emmett Till was murdered.  On 

page 98, John Lewis described this state prison as “ ________________ acres of 

_________________________ guards and human bondage.” 

List 2 in-humane acts of injustice that occurred to the students while they where held 

in this prison for 22 days before being released: 

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/kennedy-robert-francis
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/2019/02/11/civil-rights-john-seigenthaler-tennessean-nashville-newspaper-purpose/2470312002/
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/2019/02/11/civil-rights-john-seigenthaler-tennessean-nashville-newspaper-purpose/2470312002/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Aretha+Franklin+singing+My+Country+Tis+of+thee+at+obama%27s+anaugeration&&view=detail&mid=5D1FEB2D9704389BF8BA5D1FEB2D9704389BF8BA&&FORM=VDRVRV
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Aretha+Franklin+singing+My+Country+Tis+of+thee+at+obama%27s+anaugeration&&view=detail&mid=5D1FEB2D9704389BF8BA5D1FEB2D9704389BF8BA&&FORM=VDRVRV
https://www.thenation.com/article/how-the-neveragain-movement-is-disrupting-gun-politics/
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/human-rights-act/article-2-right-life
https://www.thoughtco.com/all-about-abortion-rights-721106
https://blacklivesmatter.com/about/what-we-believe/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/about/what-we-believe/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/arts/inside-mississippis-notorious-parchman-prison
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a. ________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________ 

 

VOCABULARY 

Complete Vocabulary Practice for pages 71-110. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/6031331
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS for Pages 111-143 

 

1. Back on pages 90 and 91 you can read of a telling 

moment that started many students  who participated 

in SNCC’s efforts to lose faith in Dr. King.  Read what 

was asked of him and what his response was, then 

explain why his response would have caused such 

attitudes to form, as in the attitude shown by Stokely 

Carmichael on page 112. What was his disagreement 

with John Lewis?  

2. This disagreement between John and Stokely was 

felt by many students in SNCC (snick). The organization 

decided to split its focus.  One focus was direct action 

and protest (p.113) and the other focus was _?_. 

3. Many Southern whites created rationales for 

holding up segregation, such as: 

a. Governor Ross Barnett (AL, 1960-64) – “The good lord was the original 

segregationist. He put the Negro __?__, separated him from other _?_ (page 114). 

b. The new Alabama governor, George Wallace said, “ segregation _?_, segregation 

_?_ , segregation _?_ (page 125)” 

c. On page 127, ex-police chief Bull Connor said, “you can’t _?_, and anyone who 

goes to _?_ has to earn his _?_ .  “You just don’t know when to _?_.”  

4. On Good Friday in 1963, Dr. King was arrested in Birmingham.  This is where he wrote 

his famous _?_. 

5. In Dr. King’s important document, mentioned above, points in this letter are still true 

today: 

a. Paragraph 6:  “Negroes have experienced grossly unjust treatment in the _?_.” 

b. Paragraph 10:  Protest by people “seeks to create such a crisis and foster such a 

tension that a _?_ which has constantly _?_ to _?_ is forced to _?_ the _?_. 

6. On pages 132-138, the Children’s March is documented.  This march was aired on TV, 

showing Bull Conners directing the police to turn on the _?_ against the children and sic 

the _?_ on them as well.  People commented that the scenes looked like footage from 

war. (pages 137 & 138). 

 

Above is a picture of Stokely 

Carmichael, who later left SNCC and 

became a member of the Black 

Panther Organization, which was 

named after a voting rights group in 

Mississippi. 

https://swap.stanford.edu/20141218230016/http:/mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/kingweb/popular_requests/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ZqssYXJa&id=5C099F8A7D018A2CE1C99F6B78017D9ABEA487EF&thid=OIP.ZqssYXJaaDW0FhqnS18jAwHaFj&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fmedia.npr.org%2fassets%2fimg%2f2014%2f03%2f07%2fStokely-Carmichael2-45db93202e849348f5922b4cf5db35bbf435c3c8-s6-c30.jpg&exph=711&expw=948&q=Stokely+Carmichael+Shot&simid=608035649929282410&selectedIndex=3
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7. Shortly after that, not only did John Lewis survive a car 

accident (page pp140-41), but the Field Marshal of the 

NAACP, whose name was _?_, was shot in his very own 

driveway.  His home in Jackson, Mississippi is now a national 

landmark and museum.    

Complete Vocabulary Practice for 

pages 111-143. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured to the right is 

the Evers’ home in 

Jackson, MS.  Today it 

is a national landmark 

and museum. 

https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/6031339
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS for Pages 144- End 

1. John Lewis was made National Chairman of SNCC.  

How much was his weekly salary? 

2. The first challenge faced was to establish a position 

for or against the rough draft of the Civil Rights Bill 

of 1963.  What was SNCC’s position and why?  Page 

145. 

3. A meeting in Washington DC was held concerning 

the famous March on Washington.  Every black 

leader in America was invited to attend, except the 

Honorable Malcolm X of the Nation of Islam.  Why 

was Brother Malcolm excluded? Page 149 

4. Malcolm was present, however.  What was his 

response to why he was present at the same hotel 

as Lewis, days before the March on Washington? 

(page 155) 

5. John Lewis was to speak at the March on 

Washington.  One day before the actual event, 

leaders made him alter what was in his speech.  

Name one of the many changes they needed to 

have had made. 

6. On the day of the march, people were still enraged 

with the language. So John had to rewrite the 

speech?  Was his speech compromised, according to the second and third definition in 

the link?  What order in the program was John Lewis scheduled to speak? 

7. What famous speech did Dr. King deliver at the March on Washington? 

8. The March on Washington was in May of 1963.  In the book, The Watsons Go to 

Birmingham, the brothers spent the summer there in 1963.  What happened on Youth 

Sunday at 10:22AM in Birmingham to let the world know The Civil Rights and a second 

Voting Rights Act was seriously needed to protect blacks in the South and to let John 

Lewis know that the work was not over? 

Complete Vocabulary Practice for pages 143-the End. 

 

Feve 

ABOVE:  Click the picture above to hear 

the interview of Malcolm X who was in 

DC during the March on Washington. 

BELOW:  No one knew of the arguing that 

went on behind closed doors at the 

March on Washington.  The press was 

not allowed.  The world only saw John 

Lewis deliver his speech. 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=compromised&src=IE-SearchBox&FORM=IESR4A&DAF0=1
https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/6031342
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=malcolm+x+march+on+washington&view=detail&mid=90F76F4D17DD7F814B6F90F76F4D17DD7F814B6F&FORM=VIRE

